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Patrick Administration Appoints Energy Efficiency Council

Panel Will Review Plans for Dramatic Expansion of Efficiency

BOSTON – The Department of Public Utilities today announced appointments to the Energy Efficiency Advisory Council that will oversee and support a dramatic expansion of energy saving programs in the Commonwealth. 

The Council, established in the Green Communities Act, will work closely with electric and gas utilities, efficiency companies, and other stakeholders to take advantage of all cost-effective opportunities to save energy in homes and businesses across the Commonwealth. This expansion of energy saving programs is a cornerstone of the bold new energy policy that was put into place with the Green Communities Act, signed by Governor Patrick on July 2nd. 

“Energy efficiency is the quickest, cheapest, cleanest way to cut our energy costs. When we tap its full potential, we will protect consumers, reduce our environmental impacts and grow our clean energy sector,” said Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs Ian Bowles. “The Green Communities Act requires bold action. Governor Patrick and I are counting on this Council to help us fulfill the Act’s mandates and make the Commonwealth the most energy efficient economy in the world.”

“We expect that this Council will provide the forum for stakeholders to evaluate, plan and manage the expansion of energy efficiency programs that is mandated by the Green Communities Act,” said Paul Hibbard, Chairman of the Department of Public Utilities. “We expect that these individuals will contribute their diverse backgrounds and perspectives to help the state develop a balanced, robust and innovative plan to promote energy efficiency and significantly lower the cost of electricity and gas services in the Commonwealth.” 

Under the new law, the state will make energy efficiency programs compete against traditional energy supplies. Electric and gas distribution companies (NSTAR, National Grid, Western Mass. Electric, and others) will be required to procure all available energy efficiency resources that cost less than the cost of electricity or gas, ultimately saving money on consumers’ electricity bills.

Utility companies will offer rebates and other financial incentives for customers to upgrade lighting, refrigeration, air conditioning, motors and industrial equipment to more efficient models, whenever those incentives are cost-effective.

Existing efficiency programs have been demonstrated to be highly cost-effective, with energy savings costing roughly 3 cents per kilowatt-hour versus roughly 10 cents per kilowatt-hour for power generation. Customers who take advantage of these incentives will be able reduce their electric and gas bills by up to 30 percent. The expanded energy efficiency programs will not only reduce customer bills, they will also reduce the overall demand on the electric and gas systems, contribute to a more reliable electric and gas services, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

Under the Green Communities Act, the Energy Efficiency Advisory Council is charged with reviewing the utilities’ efficiency plans and budgets, and working with the utilities to evaluate the short- and long-term availability, reliability, cost-saving and environmental benefits of demand resource programs.
“To meet our energy needs, rather than knocking first on the doors of power plants and gas companies to buy more electricity or natural gas, utilities will now be knocking on the doors of their customers, looking for opportunities to help them save energy,” said Phil Giudice, Commissioner of the Department of Energy Resources and Chairman of the new Council. “We expect this Council to have a robust, open and ongoing conversation about how we as a Commonwealth work together to save energy. We will leave no stone unturned in the search for energy savings.” 

The Council is made up of a broad range of stakeholders, as mandated by the Act. Members are:

	Voting Members
	 

	Department of Energy Resources
	Philip Giudice, Chairman

	Attorney General
	Martha Coakley

	Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development
	Debra Hall, Department of Housing and Community Development

	Department of Environmental Protection
	Lucy Edmondson

	Residential Consumers
	Paul Deare, Action for Regional Equity

	Low Income Weatherization and Fuel Assistance Program Network
	Elliot Jacobson, Action, Inc.

	Environmental Community
	Sam Krasnow, Environment Northeast

	Businesses
	Rick Mattila, Genzyme

	Manufacturing Industry
	Robert Rio, Associated Industries of Massachusetts

	Energy Efficiency Experts
	Heather Clark, WinnCompanies

	Organized Labor
	Charlie Harak, Utility Workers Union of America, Local 369

	Ex Officio Members
	 

	NSTAR
	Penni Conner

	National Grid
	Tim Stout

	Western Mass Electric 
	Dick Oswald

	Fitchburg Gas and Electric
	 George Gantz, Sr. VP

	Bay State Gas
	 Derek Buchler

	Berkshire Gas
	 Michael Sommer, Manager, Energy Services

	Blackstone Gas
	Andrew Newman

	New England Gas
	Jody Steifel

	Cape Light Compact
	Kevin Galligan

	Heating Oil Industry
	Michael Ferrante

	Energy Efficiency Businesses
	Paul Gromer
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