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Summary of Public Act No. 07-4 Relating to Reducing Diesel Emissions
in School Bus Cabins

e Provides $10 million from the surplus over a two-year period, which should be enough to retrofit
every full-size yellow school bus (that can be retrofitted) on Connecticut roads as of September 1,
2010 between Model Year 1994 and 20006, inclusive, with level 3 and level 2 controls.

O Provides a closed crankcase filtration system on every school bus that will be retrofitted
which will keep engine emissions from getting into the cabin of the school bus.

O Retrofits each bus with one of three levels of tailpipe filters-levels 1, 2 and 3.

= Level 3: eliminates greater than 85% of the particulate matter emissions;

® Level 2: eliminates greater than 50% but less than 85% of the particulate matter
emissions;

® Level 1: eliminates greater than 25% but less than 50% of the particulate matter
emissions.

O Model Year 2003 to 2006 school buses, which will be on the road the longest, will be
equipped with a Level 3 device if the bus is capable of operating normally with a level 3
device.

e Requires DEP to establish a "School Bus Emissions Reduction Program" to provide grants to
municipalities and school boards to reimburse them for the retrofits, and assist municipalities and
school boards with implementation.

O The amount of the grants are:

= $5,000 for a level 3 device
= $2.500 for a level 2 device
= $1,250 for alevel 1 device

e Mandates that the state Department of Administrative Services (DAS) develop statewide
procurement contracts for filters and their installation.

e Provides up to 3% of the $10 million ($300,000) to DEP to administer the School Bus Emissions
reduction Program and provide DAS with information needed to conduct the procurement.

e The program is mandatory only if DAS can meet the $5,000, $2,500 and $1,250 price levels which
include warranty and installation. If the prices of the retrofits are higher, then the program
becomes voluntary for towns and DEP will continue to administer the grants.

CONTACTS: CAADP c¢/o Environment Northeast, 101 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06510

CAADP Steering Committee:

Environment Northeast, Alice Liddell, 203.495.8224, aliddell@env-ne.org

Clean Water Action, Sarah Uhl, Roger Smith 860.232.6232, suhl@cleanwater.org, rsmith(@cleanwater.org
CT Coalition for Environmental Justice, Dt. Mark Mitchell, 860.548.1133, ccej@environmental-justice.org
CT Fund for the Environment, Charles Rothenberger, 203.787.0646, crothenbetrger@cfenv.org




Protect Children from Diesel Pollution on the Ride to School! cmr

Connecticut Alliance
Against Diesel Pollution

Why legislation to Reduce Diesel Emissions in School Bus Cabins in Important

e On a conventional diesel school bus, in-cabin particulate matter levels can be up to 10 times
higher than the normal outside air, since exhaust leaks from the engine into the passenger
compartment. This bill will prevent emissions from entering the passenger compartment and will
reduce tailpipe pollution from the 3,400 school buses in the state that are able to be retrofit.

e Children are particularly vulnerable to the harmful effects of diesel pollution. The particulate
matter and toxins in diesel exhaust cause thousands of asthma attacks, respiratory symptoms, and
lost days from school each year.

e The length of time an individual child rides on a school bus varies from twenty minutes to several
hours each day. A child with a 30-minute trip to and from school each day spends 180 hours a year
on a bus. Collectively, Connecticut children spend 50 million hours on buses each year. Reducing
children’s exposure to harmful diesel emissions on their ride to and from school is an important
way to create a healthier environment for school children.

e This act provides for the retrofit of every full-size school bus (that can be retrofitted) between
Model Year 1994 and 2006 (inclusive) that is operating in the state by September 1, 2010. New
school buses Model Year 2007 and newer do not need to be retrofit since federal standards require
new buses to have filters that achieve at least an 85% pollution reduction and thus are not part of

this bill.
EACH YEAR, diesel pollution from all sources in CT is responsible for more than:'
200 premature deaths
300 non-fatal heart attacks $11.6 million?
4,000 asthma attacks $154.4 million, with indirect costs estimated to be another $108.9 million3
6,000 respiratory symptoms in Undocumented
children
24,000 lost work days $5.3 million*
TOTAL: ~$280 million

Note: School buses are responsible for a modest portion of the total diesel emissions in the state, but they expose a
vulnerable population to high concentrations of diesel exhaust. For this reason, the pollution from school buses is
responsible for a disproportionate amount of the total health care costs associated with diesel pollution in the state.
[1] Clean Air Task Force, Diese/ and Health in America: The Lingering Threat (Feb. 2005).

See http:/ /www.catf.us/projects/diesel

[2] National Bureau of Economic Research, “Pricing Heart Attack Treatments.” See http://www.nbet.org/papers/W7089

[3] Source: State of Connecticut, Department of Public Health, 2004 fact sheet.

See http://www.dph.state.ctus/BCH/new_Asthma/pdf/fast_facts.pdf

[4] Based on 2004-2005 census reports of CT median salary = $56,889

CAADP Steering Committee: Environment Northeast, Clean Water Action, Connecticut Coalition for Environmental
Justice, Connecticut Fund for the Environment. Endorsing Organizations: Bridgeport East End Community Council,
Canton Advocates for Responsible Expansion, Center for Serenity, Citizens Awareness Network, Collaborative Center for
Justice, Common Ground High School Environmental Justice Class, Connecticut Citizen Action Group, Connecticut Coalition
Against Millstone, Environmental Defense, Farmington River Watershed Association, Health Care for All, League of Women
Voters, Middlesex Clean Air Association, Milford Environmental Concerns Coalition, People's Action for Clean Energy,
Portland-River Valley Garden Club, Northeast Sustainable Energy Association, SCSU, Environmental Futurists, Sierra Club
Connecticut Chapter, SEIU Connecticut State Council, Stamford South End Neighborhood Revitalization Zone, Sustainable
Living Committee, Toxics Action Center, Unitarian Universalist Society




