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November 16, 2007

AN ORDER ESTABLISHING A PRE-EMERGENCY ENERGY TASK FORCE ON
ESCALATING HOME HEATING OIL AND DIESEL FUEL PRICES

WHEREAS, the global price of a barrel of crude oil has dangerously surged to nearly
$100/barrel creating record prices, volatility and uncertainty in the world energy markets; and

WHEREAS, approximately 80% of Maine homeowners and renters heat with petroleum-based
fuels such as Kerosene or #2 heating oil; and

WHEREAS, the average Maine household consumes approximately 70% of their energy use in
heating their home; and

WHEREAS, households in Maine consume approximately 430 million gallons of home heating
fuel per year and the average household consumes more than 1,000 gallons of heating fuel per
year; and

WHEREAS, the statewide average cost for heating oil is approximately 20% higher than last
year and 100% higher than heating oil prices in 2001; and

WHEREAS, as of mid-October 2007 the heating oil inventories in New England stood at
approximately 12million barrels, 727,000 barrels less than last year; and

WHEREAS, the households and businesses in the state of Maine spend more than $1 billion on
space heating with petroleum-based fuel oil, natural gas and propane; and

WHEREAS, the price of gasoline and diesel fuels have soared to record heights to nearly
$3.50/gallon for diesel and $3.24 for regular gasoline, 20% to 25% above last years prices; and

WHEREAS, the State of Maine is overly dependent on foreign petroleum products to power its
public and private transportation systems, its vehicles, planes and boats; and

WHEREAS, the citizens, businesses and all levels of government spent more than $2 billion a
year on petroleum-based products to fuel our vehicles and transportation systems; and
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